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Calle Real is J.M. Basa Street, one of the main thouroughfares in Iloilo City. Traffic
here is always heavy. Like in the past, it remains as an important shopping
destination because of its low-cost buys.

Calle Real celebrates our past and serves as reminder of the events that shaped Iloilo City.
These are found in the buildings, streets, and homes of some well-known businessmen and
leaders.

So please to tell us what do you value most about Calle Real? How do you think change
and growth should be managed in Calle Real? You can help decide what should Iloilo City

look like in 5, 10, 15 or 20 years from now.

Participate in the forum that will dissect the draft Iloilo City
Downtown Central Business District Heritage Conservation
Guidelines and help us plan for Calle Real’s future. Join us
on May 25, 2006, 1:00 P.M. at the Iloilo Grand Hotel,
Iznart Street, Iloilo City.

You can review the draft guidelines at
www.philippines.canurb.com starting May 20, 2006.

For more information, contact Jose Roni Peñalosa, Iloilo
City Planning and Development Coordinator, at telephone
number 3351334 or email at  jrpenalosa@skyinet.net, or
Engr. Noel Hechanova, ICCHCC Executive Director, at
telephone number 3368262 or email at
noel_hechanova@yahoo.com.

However, these mute witnesses to the rise
and fall of the Queen City of the South stand
voiceless to those who found them of no use as
they struggle daily to put food on their tables and
clothes on their backs. Jeepney drivers pay no
attention to their elegance. Sidewalk vendors shut
their eyes to their grandeur. Bargain hunters take
no notice of their value.

To the common folk, they merely serve as
backdrops for the clatter of traffic, the sweat of
commerce and the dust of shopping. They appear
inconsequential to the everyday street tenant.
As they labor to keep both ends meet, they are
oblivious to the splendor hidden behind
billboards and panaflex signage.

But at closer look, Iloilo City’s heritage
buildings and houses are treasures worth
keeping.

Responding to the call for cultural and
heritage tourism, the Iloilo City government
created the Iloilo City Cultural Heritage
Conservation Council (ICCHCC) by enacting in April
2000 Ordinance No. 00-054 otherwise known as
the Local Cultural Heritage Conservation
Ordinance. The council, composed of individuals
from the arts and culture community, was
envisioned to be the body responsible in
advancing cultural heritage conservation and
promotion. It also addressed the call of the
Tourism Sector Plan and the Environmental
Management Sector Plan of the 1998-2010 Iloilo
City Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) for a
program on heritage conservation.

Preserving HeritagePreserving HeritagePreserving HeritagePreserving HeritagePreserving Heritage
The council was tasked to conduct an

inventory of cultural heritage and legacy buildings
and promulgate rules and regulations for their
preservation to address the need to preserve
the city’s heritage structures that are slowly

Do you care about Calle Real?

Calle Real, circa 1920s



disappearing, and enhance the city’s tourism
potentials. Tourism is seen as a major economic
driver for Iloilo City, generating investments and
local government revenues as well as jobs for its
people.

The main target of this conservation effort is
the Central Business District, which consists of
the streets of J. M. Basa, Aldeguer, Mapa, Guanco
and Iznart. Declared as the Iloilo City Heritage
Zone, the area is home to Art Deco-styled
commercial buildings built during the 1920s up
to the 1950s. A catalogue of these buildings has
already been prepared as an initial step in
conservation planning.

The ordinance, which underwent some
amendments in April 2001, states that all
buildings in Iloilo City that are 50 years or more
in existence are to be considered heritage or
legacy buildings. Likewise, Plaza Libertad and
the district plazas of Molo, Arevalo, Mandurriao,
La Paz and Jaro were declared historical and
cultural landmarks and can only be used for
historical, cultural and fiesta celebrations. The
ordinance mandates that the use, upkeep and
preservation of these structures and landmarks
as far as practicable shall always be the concern
of the Iloilo City government.

Owners, administrators, lessees or any
persons in charge of heritage or legacy structures

are prohibited from
undertaking any repair,
rehabilitation or
construction of any kind
unless there is a favorable
recommendation from the
ICCHCC. In the event that
the repair or
rehabilitation is urgent,
building owners,
administrators or lessees
are mandated to make
sure that the façade
showing the architectural
design of the buildings is
retained, restored and
preserved.

All businesses within
the heritage zone are
given incentives. These
include exemption from
payment of business taxes
and building fees. Old
investors as well as new ones can avail of these
incentives as long as they are in the heritage
zone.

This grant of incentives is aimed to revive
business activities within the heritage zone which,
prior to the onset of shopping malls, was the

busiest area in Iloilo City.
With challenges like
shrinking business
profitability, deteriorating
commercial area and poor
environment, it is feared that
the Central Business District
will have an untimely demise
if nothing is done to rescue
it. The revival of the area is
expected to spur more
investments and create more
jobs.

An “Iloilo City CBD
Heritage Conservation
Guideline” has been
formulated to deal with
planning and design
strategies that will help
conserve the city’s heritage.
The guideline covers
conservation, restoration
and redevelopment

measures for building and sites.
But the program is not just about culture,

tourism and economic development. It is also
about public-private partnership, about multi-
stakeholder approach to planning and about
innovative strategies worth looking into.

For owners of buildings that have been
in existence for over 50 years: one year
of exemption from business taxes per
decade of existence but not exceeding
three years.

For new business with a capitalization of
at least one million pesos: 25 percent of
exemption on business taxes for every
PhP 1 million for one year.

For preserving, reconstructing and
restoring legacy or heritage buildings: the
owner is exempted from paying building
fees while lessees are not required to
pay business taxes for two years.
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